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Because seconds matter.

It is vital to be aware of the ShakeAlert® Earthquake Early Warning 
system and how to protect yourself when shaking is expected.

In an earthquake, you could have precious seconds of warning to take protective action, such as 
DROP-COVER-HOLD ON, before shaking begins. 

When weak or greater shaking is expected at your location, you may get an alert on your cell 
phone through the Wireless Emergency Alert (WEA) system, just like a severe weather or 
AMBER alert, or through a downloadable mobile app. You could also get an alert as a public 
announcement on TV or radio, at work, or at another public venue. It is important to be able to 
get alerts by as many means as possible.

Immediately DROP-COVER-HOLD ON as soon as you feel shaking or get an alert. You may  
have to adapt to your situation and environment when taking protective action. Do not wait!
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